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| SINCE our party had been domeſticated, 
their © feaſt of reaſon, and CE of 
ſoul.” Small parties of military had called 
to refreſh themſelves at the garriſon'; but 
dme ladies had not appeared—their pleaſures | 
were {till drawn from intellectual reſources 
that never ceaſing ſpring ; and let thoſe 
who are condemned by neceſſity to fo 
ſmall a cirele as our friends, (and who are 
languiſhing for the frivolity of the great 
world, through which they have hitherto 
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pure breeze of the atmoſphere, unadulte- 
rated with the ſmoke of cities; and as. 
they paced the now deſolated fields, and 


reſlected on the eſtrangement of their 


friends and kindred, the tear of deep re- i 


Siet would fall from the eye of Mrs. 
| Marſhall and Selina chere was now no 
friendly neighbour to viſit after a \ pleaſant | 
ride, where they uſed to enjoy the ſocial 
evening i in chearful chat, and on the mor- 
row return to renew. with increaſe the 
joys of bome, that place of comfort, Al 
was changed—every eye was filled with 
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ME Marſhall / had attended | and ap- 
wich maternal delight (of 1 

| oyments the moſt exquiſite), the chearful 
3 freedom of Selina's manner to the youth- 
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thought Therſton was à man likely to 
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1 My” friend Horatio has" often ſup- 
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difficulty, wheti circumftinces have called. 
me off to another: the duties of 
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| Horatio expedted the mornof his friend's. 
departure with no little intereſt ; he re- 
ſolved to regard the countenance and man- 
ner of both Selina and his friend with mi- 
nute obſeryarice at the moment of depar- 
ture he hoped to diſcover 2 clue to 
guide his future conduRt to Selina by what © 
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peace to her heart it was not in her pies 
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- Reflolpho's" ſervant ſpread the wig 
* when nature was reſreſhed, he directed 
one of the ſoldiers who were with him to, 

- remain with their horſes, while Lick his 
atmoſphere, with the gentle . undulating 
- motior of the branches of the tail and luxu- 
-riant oaks was refreſhingly cool, and the 
melodious warbling of nature's choriſters, 
with the otherwiſe ſtillneſs of che wood, 
*Julled his mind into a ſweet forgerfulnels 
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It would ill accord wirh the character 
of a true Engliſhman, replied Rodolpho, 
« to intimidate a defenceleſs unoffending 
man.—My ſword,” faid he, drawing it 
out of che ſenbbard, 4 {till "retains "ts 
luſtre,' nor- ſhall-it ever be tarniſhed by au 
28 ſo incongrous wich the genuine brave 
ry of an Engliſhman, Chance direfted my 
ſteps to your dwelling, —I am an Engliſh 
officer journeying to a diſtant 5 — and 
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Our ſoldier was: ſurpriſed ar the ſine 
| 5 demeanour of the ſolitary, and 
pauſed a. few moments in hopes. of lits | 
return. His manners had, promiſed more- * 
courteſy... Ten minutes 
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ready beneath the horizon, but the arden - 
ey of his wilhes to. know more-/of the 
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mination of his journey. . He walked 
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the path, the recluſe took, when be left 
him, but in vain z, it was impervious, aud 
had, | he. diſcovered it he would not 
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now "OY from lighting their eps, My 
condemned a curioſity that led any but. 
'himſelf into difficulty. He frankly told 
ed reſolutely on, ſtruggling with briars 
and thorns for. ſometime, without pers 
Ser had entered the wood by h ht d it 
fetched a conſiderable diſtanes en the 
road fide, they hoped to find _—_— | 
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darkneſs in the ſhort intervals of the 
flaſhes was frightfully viſible, and as its 
pale. gleams ſhone on the countenances 
of the men, they exhibited to Rodolpho. 
the perſonification of terror; his ſtronger 
mind did not yield to the weakneſs of 
fear; but he was evidently anxious to 
get ſhelter ſor the men, whom he had” 
involyed in danger and difficulty. He 
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ed his mind, and his ſilent aſpirdtions 
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on the wings of the wind, when the in- 
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ry—bis ardent language, with thevevident— 
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ace the abode of innocence and happineſs, 
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WD" individuat*difippoite-" 
ment: ſometimes im the quietiide of 1 
lection, che idea, that in this elif" e- 
cluſion I have not only miſtaken my def- - 
tined courſe, but detrayed a cowardice that 
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I eel that convidtion too late; I will no 
more trouble yo with the wanderings of 
a mind warped” by ſelfiſhneſs: I have 

brought you to the preſent period; Its too 
late for me-now to change the EO ko 
my mind ʒ my paſt and preſent agitations 
have unnerved my frame 3 my race ſeems” ' 
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my landed property, as an emigrant. 1 
placed alſo the little my ſiſter left in the 
funds; I Had retained-a ſum. of ſome con- 
ſequence to ſupply my few wants 3 for we 
of our temperate meals. | 
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down,.to. gell. My. mind has too 2 
dwelt on the dark fide of humanity ; I am 
not fit for the world; its 1 55 habits 
would offend me. 
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-41 have been ſo nt during th 
80 as to have met with little i interrup- 
tion from che meſſengers of its /evils: 
ſometimes the ruſtic traveller, whom 

takes oſ my [temperate meal, repoſes on 
my humble couch, and when he departs, 
takes with him my wiſhes' for his happi- 
neſs, in a world from which I was driven. 
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natural timidity of, virtue will prevent his 
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proper to confide in me, to the extent of 
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* & xx eatly as my duty will allow me; | 
3 feel" lively intereſt in your future re- 
folves; your paſt and preſent "experience 
- employ every refleting power of my 
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modulate your feelings more to the habn 
of the World. At. ue Riß an 
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you would then afüſt my uncle to. 

wood, and plant the garden, for be is 
grown very weak lately. If 4 = 
morrow you can help us, we have --. = 
much to do before roo ſeaſon cms. 
J cannot n faid Rodolpho, *< but 
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| While the was ' ſpeaking, - Rodolpho- 
Gently compared Antonia, and the natu- 
ral ſimplicity of her ſentences, with thoſe, | 
fair ones, within the circle of faſhion and 
taſte, with whom he had converſed, and 
who had more frequently excited big 
wonder 1 than his admiration, the. maid. of 
the wilderneſs had the advantage. T he. 
ſweet modulation of her voice, the pecu- | 
lar zaiver> in her accent, the ſylph-like 
ddicacy of her perſon ; and it may be her 
expreſſed wiſh for Rodolpho's ſociety, ria 
vetted his ſoul in irreſiſtible fetters, and 


with the force of a * magical ſpell bound, 
enen fixed. 
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eluſe, who during the ſhort converſation 
of Antonia ſeemed abſtracted from all ur- 
- rounding objects, again revived; and ad- 

| 'Rodolpho, in reply to what he 
un faid, and on which he had been medi- 
"mting, ina deep voice thus continued :— 
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e anborttative' dnd Gail Koni of 
voice in which the ' recluſe ſpoke; the 
dngularity of the, whole of the ſcene 
deeply impreſſed the mind of our ſoldier. 
Antonia's manners and perſon went ftrait . 
wo his heart, and prepared to fix their | 
tune, there. 


In the pauſe the ſolitary again made, Ro- 
dolpho pondered on the traft he hinted at; 


one moment be thought it che property of 
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? ; hitherto kept the balance on the fide of 5 
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to acts of kindneſs, find happineſs only in # 
their accompliſhment. Our ſoldier be- 
came impatient” for the riſing of the ſun, 
that he might depart to return again.—e 
ehe rouſed his men, took ſome re- 
freſhment offered by Antonia, tenderiyx 
preſſed her hand-—obſerded a tear of re- 
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oe eld thrilled to his heart. | 
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The recluſe looked back once, and Ro- 6 
dolpho was loſt to his ſight. He paced his 
way in deep melancholy to the cottage ; 3 
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en che toad fide, As our wandefers came 
- negro making to 'theggrood.. Their plea- 
| then led bis horſes till he eme to. üs 


* 
2 * ab 
VT * * 7 " 4 1 * "Il $f þ - 
* o I * 
— - | 
% a 3 
„ * — j , 
p | - 
= x 

2 


* | 1 


0 THE'SOLDIERS, 
ut of a negro; Who filled him with ter- 


ror at the danger of exploring the foreſt fer 
by night, and he fat up impatiently wait- 
' fel 
: 
+ bis way; and when they met, he an 
den ging in purſuit of hn. if 
Tod e ee eee an 


1 


: mounted his horſe; as be rode -onward | 


ke revolved the occurrences of the laſt © 


een 
Tr 
+ 
—— — — ES — — — 
Z - — — — 4 
— at | „ 
: 1 
Tu SOLDIERS. 125 


Sie- Ge, are vita led into by ſuf- 
fering the firſt impulſe of the heart to in- 
fuence them before the judgment can coun- 
fel. He compaſſionated' the ſufferings of 
the recluſe ; but his jg ment condemned 
and lamented the weakneſs of the mind, 
and whoſe heart contracted ar the firſt di 
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pears more to be the reſult of wounded 
felf-love, than regret at the general de- 
ception and depravity of man. However - 
contracted the circle in which we move, 
we cannot trace it without obſerving! * 
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That man only, thought our ſoldier, is. 

truly eſtimable, who receives the 3 
and ills of life with calmneſs, and an. 
equal mind 3, who lifts the deceptive veil. 
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'Gons/and'the judgment is conſuming his 
frame 3 and the ſtronger his convictions of 
dis errot, the more rapid will be his de- 
cine. He will ſink 10 reſt, then what 
will become of Antonia! Alone in the 
world; à mark for the arts of the ©ſpe- 
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watching her -untutored heart expand to 
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broken, oy the view of the camp, to 


which he was travelling. By Colonel 
Faweette he was received with every mark 
of reſpect; and it was then te preſented 


yiment Won deſtined to return to Eng- 


land to recruit. The company "he was 


former Captain had obtained leave” ſome 


and what exquiſite feelings muſt flow from | 


bim with a Captain's commiſſion,” in a re- ; 


months before to return to England for S- 
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* Action muſt prove my gratitude Ge- 
neral,” faid | Rodolpho, e words are 
weak, and inſufficient vehicles; but of 
this be aſſured, I value your friendſhip _ 
too highly ever voluntarily to forfeir it 
by any deed. | Tependant | on 4 will 


4 ye” * "24 : . _ 
alone. 1 
= = ' * 
5 \ 4 : 6 8 a * : . ö 
fag e * W £2 & 24 IN 
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the General's open mind, and ratet Find 
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lies from the. Wbizziog of, bullets, and 
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grace on our ſpecies ; and we are 
daally called upon to elevate, not lower by. 

the ſtandard of human nature. 1 nd 

tim to whom I can look up, and Eiclms 

this is a man whom proſperity" cannot” 

niſe, nor adverſity depreſs! However if I'—— 
can be of uſe, you may command me for 

him; and now I am in the — 

mood let me admoniſn you. This *. 
venture in the wood promiſes to be a bs | 


aint: 
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ing, young man, rally all your forces to 
fend the citadet of your heart; to. re- 
um that Wander unſullied that L believe? 
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connect invariably the idea of aſperity 
aud impatience with chat of age. Such 
miſconception is a barrier to their - 6. 
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periercel veteran. Every day as their. 


characters were unfolded, by; circum=- 


' ſtance and confidence, to the obſervation. 


of each other, their friendſhip was 


nn and their pleaſures increaſed. . 
.. The nteaghonant." of bed 0 _ a 
is not ſo unproductive of pleaſure as 
the volatility of juvenile minds are from 


miſconception induced to ſuppoſe. They 


quiring a juſt knowledge of mankind. 
The mind to which a long mercure 


with ſociety has given experience, and 


Whoſe intellects are expanded by obſer- 
"os. and e, is 0 wolt-intereſts. 
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10 it cannot be * improper, Ry ana 
Te eve of the day appointed for the re- 
turn of Rodolphe to the garriſon he went 
to take leave of Col. Fawcette, who had 
been abſent from the time he preſented him 
with the commiſſion, till the evening be- 
_ fore our ſoldier's departure to his poſt, He 
was particularly ſtruck with his reception; 
the Colonel had aſſumed the ſame diſtant 
reſerve, the fame unbounded bauteur, 
which had marked his demeanor beſos the F 
circumſtance of the fire in his tent, aa 
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ale, fiepprd on the very edge of licence. 
Our ſoldier for a moment was irritated to 


the boundary of endurance ; but the next 


| be recollecte l he had engaged on no mate- 
rial occurrence to ad without the counſel 


of his veteran friend: he therefore did not 
notice it, but by aſſuming equal coolneſs, 
and, with a bow of formality, retired, and 
e ee . 
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* 8 experience,” - Gd Rodol- 
pho, as he entered the tent of the veterany 
« throws ſome new light, imparts ſome 
new information of the. varieties in human 
charaQter... W hat a faQitious ſet of beings 
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He has *this hour,” ſaid Rodolphs, 
on my. viſiting him, received me with a 
look. of ſuch: frigidity, and an inſolence of | 
manner, that has chilled every feeling of 
my beat, while it inflamed every particle 
of ſpirit in my ſoul ; and had I not fworn 
to myſelf as well as owed it to your friend. 
hip, to aſk the counſel of experience be. 
ſore I decided on any material occurrence, 
I mould inſtantly have returned him the 
commiſſion, and ſubjected myſelf to un. 
* cenſure, by 2 an, 85 
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(I ſhall never forget her words) “I a. 


ways drive out ſuch mornings as theſe 
. its the higheſt amuſement in the world to 
" ride) through the ſtreets „ d s my. 
chariot wheels bound o'er the ſnowy ways” 
and the horſes are almoſt obſcured in he 
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of depravity, with all che 
force of language, and the advantage of 
the argument ; but filence was now the 
evidence of feeling—totally abſorbed in 
the of her pure, gentle, and 
innocent ſoul, that poured farth all its 
feelings from the fountain? of purity : he 
|  ſpake not, but the veloſity of his thoughts, 

which, like lightening, darted in quick 

ſucceſſion, faid love, confidence, ſecluſion, 
and tranquillity, ever labour with alter- 
nate reſt, and Antonia are the limits of 
happineſs—a few hours only have I known 
| her—but a minute is ſufficient- for a man 
ol feeling to eſtimate her innocence ; in her 
nature diſplays herſelf in her moſt en- 
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